Minutes of the MWI Business Meeting

May 20, 2017

In attendance were Ed R. Recording Secretary, Lisa Dee P. W. Region 6 Rep and World Service Delegate, Jen B Chairperson, Sharon from the Wednesday Newton meeting, Rachel S. Treasurer, Margaret Ann B.  Corresponding Secretary, Terri O. from the Tuesday Newton meeting, Toni F. from the Framingham Sunday meeting, and Nate O. from the Wednesday Cambridge meeting.

Jen B. opened the meeting at 9:05 am. with the Serenity Prayer and an introduction of those present and the purpose of our meeting and its etiquette. Terri O. read the 12 Steps, Toni F. read the 12 Traditions, and Rachel S. read the concept of the month.

Lisa Dee P.W. and Terri O. volunteered to review the minutes of the meeting. 

Rachel S. gave the treasurer's report which included the budget. The bills from the recent Sponsorship Workshop have not been submitted yet that is why there are no expenses listed yet. The leader of the coming June Retreat has had his travel expenses paid.

Rachel S. also reported that the June 10th 12 Steps in 5 Hours workshop has been canceled. It will probably be rescheduled for 2 workshops a year in September and March.  There was some discussion about whether the group (“12 Steps in 5 Hours”) should continue to be called a “self-supporting meeting” rather than a repeating MWI sponsored workshop. Margaret Ann offered that it should continue to be an Intergroup goal to have more repeating events and to get more people involved to run them; our treasury can afford this. Further discussion of whether 12 Steps in 5 Hour  should be a regularly subsidized event was tabled pending a review of  the pros and cons from last year's minutes about this topic.

The MWI Webmaster position has been  handed over to Elizabeth G. She will be able to maintain the website but feels that if improvements are needed in the future, professional expertise may be needed with a cost implication.
Lisa Dee P.W. gave an overview of the WSBC. There will be a revised  OA 12 and 12 coming out in the fall of 2018. Also there will be a new pamphlet coming out about Maintaining a Healthy Body Weight. There was a Sponsorship Day created on the third Saturday of August.  Adding Mindfulness  as a new Tool was defeated because it is embodied in Step 11. OA’s Unity with Diversity was the theme of this year's WSB Conference with the aim of fostering more diversity in OA. Representatives from many countries from around the world were in attendance. World Service has a dedicated translation fund  to help meet this goal.
 Jen B and Lisa Dee P.W. gave an update on the upcoming MWI Retreat June 2nd , 3rd, and 4th 2017 at the Sacred Heart Retreat Center in Wareham MA. There are 40 participants registered. Only a few spots are left. Lisa Dee P.W. will confirm the deadline. Margaret Ann B. has bought the necessary literature for the retreat.

Sharon reported that the Sponsorship workshop May 13th was well attended (about 50). There was a recording of the workshop made with some technical difficulties and the quality of the recording will be reviewed before deciding to upload to the website. All sponsorship literature was sold. It was suggested that groups buy the sponsorship packets because they were so popular. There is a template being prepared for people to follow to put on similar events.

Because of time constraints Jen B proposed to table until next month all new business except for the Public Information Event until next month. Margaret Ann B. proposed to have a public information event on July 8th at Newton Wellesley Hospital. The general public will be invited to come in and hear from speakers who will share what has OA done for them,. Posters with tear off sheets will be posted in stores and in the hospital. The motion was carried unanimously. It was also suggested that a similar workshop be done later at the Boston Medical Center with the goal of having a more diverse audience.

 The meeting adjourned at 10:30 am with Rozanne's prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ed R., Recording Secretary

